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Caste Class Relations

We do not know any name of economists who studied India and
denied the fact that Indian society was and is class divided. Econo-
mists seldom use these words such as proletariat, bourgeoisie, haves,
have-nots, working class, capitalists etc. Their apathy to those words
does not matter much. But there is much confusion within the social
scientists whether Indian society is caste divided or not. Even some
of the social scientists say that casteism in India is super structural
phenomenon and it has no relation with economic structure or base,
but it is connected with residual part of feudal system. This paper will
deal with class-caste relations in West Bengal, mainly Kolkata, from
an activist point of view. For overcoming primary level of ignorance
of such people, who say that casteism is not an important factor in
West Bengal, we request them to have a look in matrimonial pages
of newspapers.

DAFODWAM (Democratic Action Forum of Dalits, Women and
Minorities) made a survey on footpath dwellers of Kolkata with assis-
tance from CMDA (presently KMDA) and the report was published
by CMDA in its Bulletin on February, 2004. That report said that
there was only one Brahmin among 10000 (ten thousand) footpath
dwellers of kolkata. Mani Mohan Chakraborty was staying in a jhupri
near 4 no. Bridge, Park Circus. He was a mentally challenged person
and had the habit of begging in front of Big Mosque of Park Circus
on every Friday (Zumma Bar) and in front of Park Circus Market on
every Sunday. His family resided at two storied building at Netaji
Nagar, Tollygunge, Kolkata (South). Rest of the footpath dwellers
were either from the S.C. community or from the Muslim community.
All of them were evicted from villages as they did not get any kind of

NN



job there. Landlessness pushed them into the state of homelessness.

DAFODWAM worked on child labourers of Kolkata who are
usually called TENIA. Usually they work at car repairing shops, tea
stalls, bread and biscuit making factories, small restaurants (bhater
hotel) etc. All of these child labourers are from SC, OBC and Muslim
families. Unyan, a funded NGO somehow managed to get that report
and published in their magazine in May, 1999.

In a magazine named Naba Udyog, published from Shibpur,
Howrah in February issue, 2005, Bilyadal Mukhopadhyay wrote an
interesting prose about beggars of Kolkata. After a long interaction
with beggars of Kolkata his surprising reaction was like this: "Brah-
min beggar earn twice, sometimes thrice in comparison with other
beggars." (ibid)

According to the report submitted by Mass Education Department,
Govt. of West Bengal on the success and setback in Sarvo Siksha
Abhijan, May, 2011 Project, it was found that among the drop-out
students, most of them were either from SC/ST community or from
Muslim community. Do we see any class caste relation from the
report mentioned above?

Ifnotyet, letus discuss about BPL card holders of families residing
under Dumdum Municipality, North Dumdum Municipality, South
Dumdum Minicipality and Rajarhat-Gopalpur Municipality which are
situated in the north-eastern part of Kolkata. Among 3000 BPL card
holders (at random survey report, published in Deshkal, June, 2013)
only 12 families were identified as upper caste Hindus.

Now let us look at the top-listed income-tax payers of Kolkata as
reported by an RTI activist of DAFODWAM. From topper of that
list to the 104th person all tax-payers are upper caste Hindus. The
105th person one is a Muslim and the 112th person is a Scheduled
Caste person. Then why are Bengali "BHADRALOK BABUS" being
pampered by rest of the Indian people for not allowing practices of
casteism or discrimination based on caste, religion or gender.

There are three (3) layered reasons behind this kind of chauvinism.
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The reasons are stated here in the following manner:
A. Myth of Bengal renaissance.
B. Hegemony of phony socialist, phony communist.
C. Weakness of non-Brahmin movements.
A. Myth of BENGAL RENAISSANCE:

It is a fact that the pioneers of Bengal Renaissance had no motive
to mislead the people of colonial Bengal. But as Binay Ghosh, a
wellknown sociologist and Saroj Dutta, a Marxist literati, wrote that
Bengal Renaissance was limited to a radius of 20 km within Calcutta
(now Kolkata). As conditions of Enlightenment were almost fulfilled
in Europe and as that could not be implemented in colonial India an
aborted form of Renaissance took position of the midwife to give
birth to some BHADRALOK BABUS who were and are defenders
of the status quo.

B. From late 1920s to present day many communists and socialists
tried to fight casteism in their own way.

Singravelu Chettiar (1860-1946), first generation communist of
South India was one of them. He was with E.V. Ramaswami Periyar
in the self-respect movement and against untouchability.

Ram Monohar Lohia, a socialist leader, worked against casteism
in his own way. Damodaran (of undivided CPI) wrote in New Age
(January, 1960), party organ of undivided CPI, against casteism.
D.V. Rao (CPIML) wrote in their Telegu (English magazine, forward
(special issue, 1982) which contained the method of eradication
of caste from Indian society. Even from last three decades differ-
ent activist- writers from Marxist-Leninist camps like Anuradha
Gandhy, Ranga Nayakma, Alok Mukhopadhyay, Devnathan, Gov-
ind Kelkar, Debi Chatterjee, Santosh Rana, Thomas Mathew have
proved by their action that they are determined to build a classless
and caste free society. It should be noted that there are personalities
from democratic arena such as D.D. Koshambi, Rahul Sankrityana,
Sukumari Bhattacharya, Debi Prasad Chattopadhyay, Ramkrishna
Bhattacharya, Asish Lahiri, Kaniska Chowdhury, Arundhuti Roy,
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Anand Teltumble, Kanchaillais, Gopal Guru, Babaia, Gail Omvedt
who think that Dalit right is an important part of human rights. But
phony communists (Kosambi called them Official Marxist) never
took program against casteism but they considered the marginalized
people as vote bank. Moreover, a section of them has used the word
subaltern very carefuly. According to the Oxford Dictionary, the word
subaltern means a person or groups who are in subordinated position
for several reasons. During the Sepoy Mutiny, British Government
named the rebellions as subalterns because rank of the rebels within
the army was in the lowest stratum. Antonio Gramsci whose famous
'"Prison Notebooks' was written in Mussolini's jail added that those
forms of subordination were manifestations of consequences emerging
from the victims' place in the hierarchies of race, class, professional
strata, gender, language, religion, skin color etc. Prof. Ranajit Guha
introduced subaltern studies following Gramsci. He did not object to
the word "Nimnabarg" in the translation of his articles in Bengali. He
wanted to mean the word Barga (in Bengali) as tier of society which
is neither caste nor class.

But after Ranajit Guha the school of subaltern studies has now
become the hunting ground of some pseudo democrats. Some of these
Trojan horse have brought into subaltern studies a dangerous aspect,
that of identity movement, as an alternative to class based movement.
So their "subalterns" are either outclassed from calss or outcasted from
caste. Post-Modernist writers have also used the word (sub-altern)
to dilute the significance of it. Allan Sokal correctly unmasked these
unscrupulous thinkers in his book, Post Modernism: Fashionable
Nonsense. This type of intellectual bankruptcy will destroy the an-
ti-caste anti-class movement.

C. Partition (1947) and Bangladesh War (1971) are main reasons,
though other factors are there. In the 1950's refugees from upper caste
families somehow managed to settle near Calcuta or suburbs. But
refugees from Dalit communities (mainly Namasudras) who migrat-
ed around that war time are now facing insecurity due to Amended
Citizens Bill (2003), passed in both Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha
without any opposition.
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There was not a single leader of West Bengal from SC/ST/OBC/
Minority who had the courage and capability or organizing all dis-
criminated people based on identity. There were some regional leaders
and community leaders but that could not make any effect on Bengali
society as a whole.

Matua, a folk religion based on non-Vedic and non-Brahmanical
philosophy was founded by Harichand Thakur and strengthened by his
son Guruchand Thakur, lost its potentiality when P.R. Thakur, grandson
of Guruchand Thakur surrendered to Brahmanical political clique.
Now Matua's position is almost similar to other traditional religious
sects. For that reason anti-caste movement faced a major set-back.

Jogendranath Mandal who after tedious effort succeeded to send
B.R. Ambedkar in Gana Parishad, had to leave East-Pakistan in the
year 1950. He had to fight in defense of himself till his death (1967)
for his attempt of Dalit Minority unity. His wide vision was misrep-
resented not only by hindutwadi leader Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
but also by his own associate like Apurba Lal Majumder. His name
is still being sarcastically called as 'Jogen Ali Molla' by those who
do not want Dalit Miniroty unity.

In the decade of 50 when communists and socialists of different
camps were being strengthened and abolition of caste system was not
the agenda of those political groups. Ambedkar's idea could not reach
to those people for whom Ambedkar spent his life. All marginalized
section of people became silent vote bank of different rulling parties
or seeking to be rulling parties. Truly speaking this fragmentation is
still going on.

Now it should be concluded here that there is no Chinese wall
between those dreamers who are seriously working for annihilation of
caste and those who are committed to abolish the class exploitation.

Now, the call of day is
UNITE DALITS UNITE WITH DALITS
paper presented at Workshop,

organised by: Sociology department of St. Xaviers College (Sept.
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Let us Carry on the debate with
our teachers

Caste engrossed and poverty stricken country like India has enough
capability to secure the first position in the race of backwardness. It is
surprising to note that in such a country the followers of Karl Marx,
B.R. Ambedkar and Periyar stand in a contradictory position which
do not render due respect to the abovementioned teachers. Since, we
are not able to turn them up in a symposium, we can try to unveil the
true nature of Neo Ambedkarites, Neo Periyarists and spoiled Marx-
ists, through the study of the works of Ambedkar, Periyar and Marx.

(a)

Ambedkar delivered a speech on Buddha or Marx in a Buddhist
conference in Katamandu on 20 November, 1956 (16 days before his
death). He mainly spoke on the life style of Buddhist monk in the
conference. In his speech he expressed a skeptical notion regarding
the question of dictatorship and use of force in Marxism. He never
used any harsh comment about Marxism throughout his life, except in
some personal talks. There are different views regarding the question
of dictatorship and force in Marxist camp too. Some of them believe
in multiparty system, even after formation of socialist Government.
Some have doubt in Marx's famous observation that "Force is the
midwife of every old society pregnant with the new one "(Capital,
Vol-1, Notel). However, the point is, in order to launch working class
movement, Ambedkar formed united front with the communists in
Maharastra's workers movements several times. Consequently, dalits
have nots, the most depressed (social & economic) section received a
positive result from this kind of unity. Once Ambedkar opined, "We
may accept MARX, may not. But we shal not leave the path Jyoti Ba.

Note: 1. this observation, however, is not advocacy; it is observa-
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tion. It is taking account of the fact-certainly a fact when Marx was
writing - that hitherto social changes sufficiently fundamental to be
called Revolutions had not occurred peacefully.

A section of Marxists or "Marxists" thinks that abjuring violence
Parliamentarian form of movement only can lead India or other
countries towards a better society. Another section, who glorifies vi-
olence, thinks without active support and participation in movements
demanding partial issues of all kind of depressed people only armed
action will reach its goal. Major section of Marxists are in a position
that combination of peaceful and non-peaceful, parliamentary and
extra parliamentary, violent and non-violent movement will change
the future of society. Accordingly to third section's opinion, path of
violence should not be glorified or denounced and until abolition of
state, class violence cannot be avoided.

Therefore, it is subject to research that why a section of Ambed-
karites hate Marxism.

Periyer, throughout his career had not encountered any sort of
conflict with the communists. He and Singeravellu, a first generation
communists of South India, together carried out a rigorous and con-
stant struggle against untouchability in 1930's. The experience of his
Soviet tour made him interested in Socialism and Atheism. Not a sin-
gle sentence against communists can be found in his collected works.

Probably, Neo-Periyarists do not want to know about this.

Marx's study on India is remarkable and unique, but not unques-
tionable.

Kosambi, D.P. Mukherjee did not agree with the observation of
Karl Marx regarding the study of India. The fact is Marx's study on
India was based on those works which were not acquainted suffi-
ciently with caste - based unequal society of India. But having a lot
of difficulties Marx commented on casteism in his 'German Ideology'
(1845-46) and 'Capital' (1867).

Marx criticized "The philosophy of poverty' of Prudhon and wrote
a book 'The Poverty of Philosophy' (1847).

Marx says in ‘The Poverty of Philosophy’;
"Under the patriarchal system, under the caste system, under the
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feudal and corporative system, there was division of labour in the
whole of society accordingly to fixed rules. Were these rules estab-
lished by a legislator? No. Originally born of the conditions of material
production, they were raised to the status of laws only much later.
In this way these different forms of the division of labour became so
many bases of social organization. As for the division of labour in the
workshop, it was very little developed in all these forms of society."
(151-152, first published in 1847 French Edition).

Marx apprised the caste division several times in his work "The
Critique of Political Economy' (1859) He wrote, "... Or legal system
may give the ownership of land to some families or may determine
some families as the hereditary land worker."(P-201).

In 1853 he observed in his article "The Future of British Rule in
India:" Modern industry resulting from the railway system, will dis-
solve the hereditary divisions of labour, upon which rest the Indian
castes, those decisive impediments to Indian progress and Indian
power" (P-497 1977, Vol-1).

But the expereince of today does not show as Marx dreamt of.
Marx did his research on caste as profession and class in his famous
work 'The Capital' with special reference to the condition of India
and Egypt.

Point should be noted here that insufficient information is re-
sponsible for the incompleteness of Marx's work. Today, some of the
unpublished works are going to be translated and printed, of them
some letters on India are there.

Somehow Marx missed the track of national movements took
place earlier than 1857. For that reason, 'subalterns researchers' after
Ranajit Guha have accused Marx without any hesitatiion. Regarding
this question we are eager to know the reaction of Ranajit Guha.
Perhaps, honest person like Dr. Guha would not appreciate his un-
qualified students.

How far is it correct to say that Marxist groups and parties have
not done anything against the casteism, communalism and patriarchy?
Answer is both YES and NO. In fact, most of the communists thought
that after the socialist or new democratic revolution (like Russion
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on 7 November and Chinese on 1 October) new government would
proclaim that the issue of casteism, communalism and patriarchy
will disappear.

Before that the issue should not be emphasized in their programme.
Point is that they don't want to understand that the emancipation
from these three evils, mentioned above, is closely connected to the
question of politicial revolution.

It is mentioned in the first part of the present article that Periyar
and Ambedkar worked jointly with the communists.

Damodoran a communist leader, wrote a series of articles against
the caste system in New Age (Journal) published May, June, July &
August 1960.

Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya also wrote valuable articles against
the caste system. The ardent followers of Manu may not stand with
those articles. (Indian Atheism - People Publishing House, New
Delhi).

At the same time V.T. Rajashekhar's article published in 'Dalit
Voice - 'Why Marx failed in Hindu India' has to studied and answered
carefully.

India is a defacto upper caste Hindu state and Brahminism derived
from Manusanghita is still the guiding Philosophy of Indian ruling
classes. Until the abolitions of caste systems and discriminations based
on gender, community (religious and linguistic), there is no chance
of victory of class struggle, in whatever form.

At present, the time has come to turn back, to look back to judge
the correctness and incorrectness of the past activities. Since, Indian
state has, with the command of imperialism, declared war against the
90% of population, in various ways.

So, we badly need UNITY— UNITE DALITS, UNITE WITH
DALITS.

paper presented at Chandigarh,

organised by: Arvind Memorial Trust
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